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Adjusting Measures For A Sensual Feast
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esigned and branded as a lifestyle oriented "residence", the Macalister Mansion and the 5 F&B and

Hotel entities that comprise it have been conceived as a single holistic vision. The design differentiates

itself from the local boutique hotel scene by its intimate scale, contemporary design and attention to

details — design ranging from art curation to uniforms, branding to interior design and everything else
in between. Set against the backdrop of a conserved mansion, the heritage spaces have been carefully adapted and
key features conserved and infused with contemporary design, allowing the project to strike a balance between the
nostalgia of the past and a vision of relevance for the future.
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The name Macalister Mansion honours
Penang's British Governor Colonel Norman
Macalister. The design process spanned an 8
month period from February to September
2011, with its owners working collaboratively
with an ID company from Singapore, Ministry
of DesignThe renovation strengthened the
original structure and style, and added a small
swimming pool and a poolside bar on the lawn
gfiont of the hotel. Besides eight luxurious
independent restaurants/
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in front of the establishment is
th statue of governor Macalister,

ming message to the guests as
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Lively Guestrooms
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Since the renovation is based on the original structure, several guestrooms' irregular
ceilings are also part of the highlight: the whole space is brought to life by the
geometric shape of the original brown wooden structure.
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There are eight luxurious guestrooms, each with a unique
style:known as theBridal Suite, it has a separate dressing area. This
dressing area has a floor to ceiling mirror and generous wardrobe
space. Bridal Suite has a privately commissioned Love Sonnet
above the bed by Arron Lee. This sonnet done in old English,
influenced by the writings for Shakespeare to depict a rendition
of true love found between 2 people The largest room amongst
all the Eight Rooms boasts of the original wrought-iron balcony
for guests to sit out. It has a privately commissioned art piece by
Lee Meiling, a Malaysian artist based in Singapore. The art piece
is a fabric collage of the front facade of Macalister Mansion, each
type of fabric and lace specifically tailored to capture the essence
of the architecture. The turret room has an alcove with the original
wrought-iron spiral staircase which leads to the top. This room has
a privately commissioned wire sculpture by Low CheePeng, a local
Penang artist. This art piece consists of side profiles of Sir Norman
Macalister and his wife, facing each other.

Since the renovation is based on the original structure, several
guestrooms' irregular ceilings are also part of the highlight: the
whole space is brought to life by the geometric shape of the original
brown wooden structure. Also, the sparkling reflection of the gallant
chandelier landed on the ceiling and the wooden structure, livening
up the whole space. The designers did not leave the bathroom
unattended, they employed a wide-as-wall glass door and a mosaic-
paved floor, thus creating a romantic background wall for the simple

white room. >
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Romantic Themed Restaurant
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/Unlike the guestrooms, the public space aimed
at stimulating the senses of the guests through colorful
decorations. Formerly, the current "Dining Room" was an
outdoor courtyard, which has inspired the designers to cover
the whole ceilingwith soft fabric, with the central end fastened
and the rest draping down, definitely the most elegant ceiling
canopy ever. Moreover, the restaurant was colored with large
patch of white with a hint of azure and pink, echoing the
fairytale-like magical tree and animals in the center.

Unlike the "Dining Room', another themed restaurant
"Living Room" has depicted natural beauty with rich colors.
The new decorations, the green plants, saucy lamps and the
chairs of various material and styles, are specially arranged to
match a fewdesigns from the old building, the red and white
tiles and window decorations of the restaurant. On the wall are
2D paintings with partial 3D embossment, creating a familial
atmosphere fitting for dinner meetings with 4-8 people. An
outdoor extension to the "Living Room'", "The Lawn" offers
a space to relax next tothe pool. The minimalistictables and
chairstogether with the rounded seat circling the tree with an
extra-thick base, are solid proofs that the restaurant interior
goes hand in handwith its surroundings. For those who want

to experience true Malaysian feel, this truly is the place. [>

Unlike the guestrooms, the public space aimed at stimulating the senses of the guests
through colorful decorations.
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Similar to The Cellar, The Den shared dark tones, but its design carries more colonial
characteristics.
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Different from the more romantic feelof the restaurants,
"The Cellar" is unmistakably gothic, with the wall, flooring and
furniture styledin eye-catching colors of black and red; the
antiques and artworksare in harmony with the hotel’s century-old
history, checkthe two stunning deer portraits on the wall. There
are two semi-private compartments in the restaurant. The wood-
stacked fireplace brings out a sense of wilderness, no less romantic
than the fairyland of the Living Room.

Similar to The Cellar, The Den shared dark tones, but its
design carries more colonial characteristics. The central black
leather sofa is the center of the attention, further spotlighted
by the low-hanging chandelier. Still, the more arresting are the
mosaic-covered walls and floors, their dazzling colors once again

challenge the guests' preconceptions about the space.

EHERFETRFEREEN/N\EREEFMAEET/EB, &
MNEENFESBUHERIENE, CEEFEHENVIRPRIZE L
MEE. XEZHFRWRIETRITIINFIGELR, EHB%T
BERABFEEMRMAAEMDERES AOLIZ, HHFRMRZE
FRITIPACMER B, TTRUR, EREMBIIRM T EMNRFE, X
— R EE BUB S AT A BE EEHLAY

With their charms and attributes, the eight luxurious guestrooms and the six
restaurants/bars cast their spells on the guests and remind people of the vicissitude of
time. The history and memory of the building havetruly nourished and inspired the
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designer, and this is what other brand name hotels can never achieve. | HE
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f: 228 Macalister Road,10400 George Town,
it @:i Penang, Malaysia

& g]a +604 2283 888

HE www.macalistermansion.com
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