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TECH TOYS TO HELP YOU TRAVEL

SINGAPORE S$7.90 ● HONG KONG HK$43
THAILAND THB175 ● INDONESIA IDR50,000

MALAYSIA MYR17 ● VIETNAM VND85,000
MACAU MOP44 ● PHILIPPINES PHP240 

BURMA MMK35 ● CAMBODIA KHR22,000 
BRUNEI BND7.90 ● LAOS LAK52,000

CHINESE 
DRAGONS

New hotels, resorts, 
shops, restaurants 

and more
Beijing and Shanghai 
revel in their rivalry

Tr a v e l a n d L e i s u r e A s i a . c o m   

New hotels, resorts, 
Best of 2012

      FIF
T

H
 A

N
N

IV
E

R
S

A
R

Y
 IS

S
U

E
 / B

E
IJ

IN
G

 A
N

D
 S

H
A

N
G

H
A

I / B
H

U
TA

N
 / S

A
N

 FR
A

N
C

IS
C

O
 / K

O
H

 S
A

M
U

I / B
A

R
C

E
LO

N
A

  / B
E

S
T O

F 2
0

1
2

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

1
2

T+
L SO

U
TH

E
A

ST A
S

IA
SAMUI REVEALS   

ITS SECRETS

ARE YOU READY 
FOR SPACE TRAVEL?

The high road            
to Bhutan 

On the menu in
SAN FRANCISCO

CELEBRATE

YEARS

WITH OUR BIGGEST 
ISSUE EVER



The sprawling lawn and 
outdoor pool at the palatial 

Macalister Mansion.
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Radar

Meet Macalister 
debut

Colonial heritage meets contemporary design at the new 
Macalister Mansion (228 Macalister Rd.; 60-4/228-3888; 
macalistermansion.com; doubles from RM968), a century-
old mansion turned boutique hotel opening this month 
after an 18-month renovation. Named after the island’s 
first British governor—who is also hat tipped with a giant 
bust at the top of the property’s landscaped drive and 
commissioned art works gracing each of its eight suites—
Macalister Mansion sets a fresh standard for sophisticated 
luxe on an island that has recently seen a rash of boutique 
hotel openings.

The spare, high-ceilinged rooms sprawl across two 
wings. Meters of blond wood, soft furnishings in shades  
of fawn and taupe, and plexi chandeliers lend a 
Scandinavian feel. The expansive baths, featuring 
separate showers and tubs, are wrapped in silver-and-
white mosaic tiles. Each suite is one-of-a-kind in layout 
and architectural pedigree: No. 3 features a balcony jutting 
over the mansion’s façade and an extra-tall pitched ceiling 
supported by naked timber beams, while a cast-iron 
circular staircase in the corner of No. 4 climbs to a 
three-story turret original to the structure.

The sense of tranquillity in Macalister Mansion’s 
suites contrasts with a sceney vibe downstairs, where 
many public areas are named with a nod to the estate’s 
past life as a home. After a meal in the ice-blue Dining 
Room, where animal statues cavort beside a wall of 
framed maps of old Penang, guests can retire to The Den, a 
suave black-and-red lounge offering a range of cigars and 
single-malt whiskies. After late nights spent hoisting 
cocktails at L-shaped bar Bagan, chase away hangovers 
with a lap  in the pool or a bowl of hot-and-spicy asam 
laksa at the café. ✚—robyn eckhardt
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